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What links street organs, mechanical
looms, contempaorary art and the daughter

of Lord Byron/ Denna Jones investigates

“ the phenomenon of ‘'woven music’

The music dictates
pattern, palette
and weight; a
bass-heavy track
becomes a dense,
dark fabric yy
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focus on what they call "tme and translormation, and the
swaal spol or .’-|ZII'II'=H ot where process Dpecomes gutcome
Far the Zuiderres commission Made to Meéasura, Glithero
dkipped nostalga and loal for a ‘modem, philosophical
transiation’ of heritage crafts, They use parallal s1ories of
two craltsmen who regresent trades with remarkably similar
methoos of production: srest organ mus:e manufacturar
Leon van Leauwen and skilled weaver Will van den Broek. Tha
|Jri2'I:|..'I!:||:I'r'| Prooass ‘.'I-f aach trade raquires a saguencs of '1EiE:5
punched in cards and in “acquards’, thin wooden or card slats.
Thie cards and jecguards inform tha bahaviour of tha machines
into which they feed. Each hole is responsible for 2 sequentia
cexmmand that causesVan Leeuwean’s maching (the organ) to
make music and Van den Broak's lthe loom) 1o weave textiles
Bill Morrow of Langhorma Carpat Campany in Pannsylvania
S35 s mechanical Jacquard looms are 'Dasecally a punch-
card system, akin to a player piano. Langhorne's looms can
vary pile height, ina way that relates (o the five-line staff on
sheet music. Ghthero was cunious o find out if the pattern of
an grgan punch card could be used as input for a loom. Could
ong discipling translate to the other to weave music'? Visitlors
10 the Zuiderzes Museum can discovar the answer dunng the
Made to Measure spring 2014 exhibition

Patterns and repetitions
Glithero’s short promotional iilm Woven Song uses a spiit
sergen to show the masters at work, one punching the card
f(1r ihe :'.l.’:'_;-Fl'l'!_-I MUSIE, :hE other 5‘.|‘.|’_,|'I"!i:‘r '_G-.j thar the narroey
punched slats for tha machanical loom. It is scored with jaunty
music redolent of the calliope, an organ that can be driven by
steamn. It can be run mechanically with a punched roll used
for player pranos and grgans like Van Leeuwen's, or digitally
drrven wia MIDE {Musical Instrument Digstal Interface); the latter
process most closely mirrors that of ‘music weaver' Madia
Anne Rickens

Ricketts danced professionally for a decade, then immersed
harsalf in the |hiza club scana before attanding Central Saint
Marting College of Art and Design, Londaon, to study weaving
She saw the connection between a digital music file and the
binary code used to contral a Jacguard loom

Rickars dafines Jacouard as & ‘muddle point batwesn
print and weawve, which she says facilitates her process
With computer software writer Man Brown she developad a
program to transiate an MP3 file into weave, The Droken-down
sound waves can map evary sound frequency, rhythm and
amplitude, allowing innumerable weave patlerns, Her music of
hoece [house') dictates pattern, palatte and fabric weaight: for
axample. a8 bass-heavy rack becomes a dense, dark fabric.

Appreciation of har textiles relies on her audience
understanding the process, which led her to ask Crafts
magazine, 'How are people gong 1o know |'m weaving a song?*
However, she is devaloping a video 1o demonsirate the process

While wowen music is central to Glithero's and Rickent's
projects, music fraom the loom factory has inspired ns own art
Artist Senga Nengudi is known for performance work invalving
the body and movement. While in residence 81 the Febric
Wiorkshop and Museum in Philadelphia, she created a work
with composer Butch Moms, Rapeatition and near repatition are
Impartant elamants of music composition and, when Nengudi
visited Langhorne Carpet and Scalamandré, she was inspired
by the mecharical Jacquard faciory floor and the repetitions of
its mill sourds. She recorded video and sound and collected
hundrads of jaoquard cards. Moms used these o creata a
composition for her video and installation; Warp Trance

Glithero and Ricketts may nol ba producing a revolution an
the dance floor but, like long-ago Ada Lovelace, they hope 10
revolutionise the mechanics of loomed music
wenwglithero.com
wiwvw, beatwoven.co.uk
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